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ABSTRACT

. This chapter discusses current theories in
educational anthropology that attempt to explain Chicano low academic’
achievement and changes in achievement as a result of successful
educational interventions. Educational researchers have not been able
to present adequate justification for the differential achievement
levels of minorities. Recent studies of English literacy acquisition
analyzing the use of culturally and linguistically congruent
instructional approaches reveal the intimate relationship of language
and culture to the school adjustment of minority students. In
addition, research indicates strong relationships between culture and
both cognitive development and literacy acquisition. The South San
Dicgo Writing Project illustrates some difficulties in creating
culturally congruent literacy activities in the school setting and
their successful outcomes. This project collected ethnographic data
over a 4-year period in the San Diego South Bay area along the
U.S.-Mexican border. The intent was to explore more effective ways of
teaching Chicano youth how to write in English. Classes were
organized into small groups, and these work teams took full control
of their writing activities. Results of the study suggest that the
writing groups empowered Chicano students within the school
environment and offered them a unique opportunity to express their
collective feelings and to reinforce cultural values acquired in the
home. Research of this nature demonstrates that culture is closely
related to the acquisition of knowledge and to motivation to achieve,
both at the social level (as it affects the family, school, and
society) and at the personal level. In addition, students' perception
of school activities as enhancing cultural goals and values acquired
in the home can be instrumental in converting failure into success.
Implications for literacy and dropout research are discussecd.
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